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Resilient Forests
Deforestation & forest degradation undermine the livelihoods of some 1.6 b people, threaten
biodiversity & critical ecosystem services, and aggravate climate change
 UNDP-GEF supports 89 projects in 69 countries safeguarding forest biodiversity & ecosystems with
financing over US$449 m. The GEF SGP has supported 20,500+ community- based projects.
 Agricultural commodity production is the leading cause of deforestation. UNDP's Green Commodities
Programme supports governments in key producer countries to rally stakeholders – incl. private sector around a common agenda aimed at placing sustainability at the heart of commodity production.
 UNDP manages a US$400 m portfolio of national REDD+ projects, working through a diverse network of
institutions & partners, including: with FAO, UN Environment, the UN-REDD Programme, World Bank’s
Forest Carbon Partnership Facility; Central African Forest Initiative. UNDP also supports pioneer
countries with leveraging REDD+ investments and finance, including through GCF.
 To help advance the global forest policy agenda, UNDP hosts the secretariat for the New York
Declaration on Forests.
UNDP’s overall work in forests supports indigenous peoples & local communities to participate in global
policy-making processes within the UNFCCC, CBD, and UNCCD and highlights their contribution to forest
protection.
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UNDP Climate and Forests: What Do We Do?
Delivering technical assistance, policy advice and quality assurance to support national
and subnational REDD+ readiness, implementation, and financial mechanisms:


Quality assurance support to COs during implementation of REDD+ projects



Policy advisory services and technical assistance to national counterparts, upon request
of COs



Strategic advice to countries in structuring REDD+ results and receiving results-based
payments


Support services across the 3 phases of REDD+:

1.Readiness (assessing drivers of deforestation, collecting forest data, stakeholder engagement,
determining the scale and scope of REDD+ activities, developing National REDD+ Strategy, developing
the 4 “Warsaw Framework” components
2.Implementation (implementing the policies and measures to address the drivers of deforestation)
3.Results (having results recognized and rewarded through results-based payments)
Acted as the Accredited Entity for the first 2 countries to receive REDD+ results-based payments
from the GCF (Brazil $96m and Ecuador $18.5m)
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Integrating and Enhancing REDD+ in the NDCs


REDD+ represents the LULUCF component of the NDC in many countries



National REDD-readiness - countries have already been working for years in a very
participatory manner on LULUCF,


NFMS & FREL development



REDD+ Strategy development and Investment Plan





Robust analysis and consensus on the drivers of Deforestation and forest
degradation,



Ambitious national vision and related sectoral/cross-sectoral targets, that may be
integrated into the NDC, as unconditional targets &/or conditional to external
financial support



Definition of an implementation framework, that countries can capitalize on for
the implementation of their NDC

Social and Environmental safeguards/SIS, to ensure not only do-no-harm but
also maximization of non-carbon social and environmental benefits
(contributions to SDGs)
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Integrating and Enhancing REDD+ in the NDCs:
Key messages(2)


Challenge: teams working on the NDC and REDD+ often from different
Ministries or different sections of a same Ministry, and that connection not
always happening



Most countries:


having finalized their NRS and other REDD-readiness elements,



working on NDC enhancement

Now is the time for to make or improve that connection


Benefits for countries, including:


Increase in the robustness (and credibility) of their NDC,



Maximize opportunities for international financial support through clear
targets and activities, backed-up by very participatory processes, with
clear social and environmental safeguards
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Matching NDC needs on the
ground with global support
In 2019, UNDP conducted a major survey of countries on their plans
for 2020 with respect to revising NDCs and current NDC
implementation status, and critical bottlenecks and success factors.
The UNDP survey was organized around seven core building blocks of
the NDC architecture
More than 130 countries responded, making it the largest survey of its
kind to date.

https://unfccc.int/news/the-heat-is-on-taking-stock-of-global-climateambition
The information – including on bottlenecks and success factors – has
served as the launching pad for UNDP’s Climate Promise.

UNDP’s Climate Promise: Objective
To support 100 countries enhance their Nationally Determined
Contributions by 2020, with demonstrated increase in ambition
UNDP will:
support countries to undertake an inclusive and transparent process to revise and submit
enhanced Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) by 2020.

provide technical and financial support across a tailored set of services to address bottlenecks and
scale-up key success factors.

Climate Promise
As of April 2020, UNDP has
received formal requests from
110 governments for support on
NDC enhancement under the
Climate Promise.
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Menu of Services for NDC Enhancement

BUILD POLITICAL
WILL AND
SOCIETAL
OWNERSHIP AT
NATIONAL AND
SUB-NATIONAL
LEVELS

REVIEW, ALIGN
AND UPDATE
EXISTING
TARGETS,
POLICIES AND
MEASURES
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AND
INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
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TRANSPARENCY

Opportunities to Strengthen Policies and
Measures: REDD+




Some examples where REDD+ strategies and investment plans are already well-reflected in the NDCs


Corresponding level of detail is contained within the NDC on REDD+



Ghana -The national REDD+ strategy was developed same year as NDC submission (2015) and is well-reflected
in the NDC

However, many national REDD+ strategies finalized after the INDCs were submitted


Specificity and/or quantification of the role of forests is currently not reflected in these NDCs



Cambodia refers to this in the first NDC


“Though actions for LULUCF are presented as a conditional contribution, a precise list of actions and the GHG impacts
will be updated after finalisation of the REDD+ Strategy..”

Enhancing NDCs through forest mitigation:
Examples of entry points
Review, align, and update existing targets, policies and measures:


In many developing countries, the timeline for the implementation of national REDD+ strategies/action plans coincides with the one of
NDCs.



National REDD+ strategies have been developed through participatory processes based on studies developed to identify drivers, land
tenure issues and carbon mitigation potential of the various activities.



May provides the a good basis in many countries for identifying key forest sector activities, policies and measures that could be readily
integrated into the NDC.

Monitor Progress & Strengthen Transparency:


Improving the information elements that facilitate clarity, transparency, and understanding of the NDC.



Description of the assumptions and the methodological basis applied, including the baseline(s) and/or reference level(s), is particularly
important for the land sector.



Setting up and/or improving systems and processes for national forest monitoring systems and MRV in the context of the enhanced
transparency framework (ETF) under the Paris Agreement.

Incorporate new sectors and/or GHGs:


The forest sector may be considered for inclusion where not formerly included.



In more cases, forests will likely have already been included in a more general or limited way



inclusion of a new REDD+ activity not yet in the NDC may be a cost-effective enhancement also leading to multiple co-benefits. Another
example is the inclusion of other gases, such as non-CO2 GHGs from forest fires

Climate Promise: Forest and Land Use Activities
53 of 110 countries are requesting LULUCF-related support in their Climate Promise activities

East Asia and
Pacific

Latin America and
Caribbean

Africa

Middle East
and North
Africa

Bangladesh
Cook Islands
Kiribati
Nauru
Vanuatu
Cambodia
Indonesia
Kiribati
Malaysia
Myanmar
Nauru
Philippines
Sri Lanka

Bahamas
Panama
Suriname
Antigua and
Barbuda
Belize
Bolivia
(Plurinational State
of)
Costa Rica
Dominica
Ecuador
El Salvador
Grenada
Guyana
Haiti
Paraguay
Uruguay

Botswana
Zimbabwe
Benin
Cabo Verde
Comoros
Congo (Republic)
Eswatini (Swaziland)
Ethiopia
Guinea-Bissau
Mauritius
Namibia
Niger
Rwanda
Sierra Leone
Zambia

Lebanon

Europe
and
Central
Asia
Albania
Belarus
Montenegr
o
Serbia
Ukraine
Bosnia and
Herzegovin
a (BiH)
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyz
Republic
Tajikistan

Country Examples:
Specific Forest-related Activities in Climate Promise
WorkplansSupport the re-alignment of the forest policy with the revised NDC


Zimbabwe

Support the finalization of the national forest definition based on sub-sector consultations
Procurement of six (6) increment borers for forest carbon quantification, to determine country-specific wood density.
Training on Collect Earth modules for forest resource monitoring and ODK for GHG Inventories.



Cambodia

Review and update of the forest sector (LULUCF) priorities and targets based on sectoral
policies as well as REDD+ National Strategy and related REDD+ Action & Investment Plan
Conduct of cost analysis of the National REDD + Action Investment Plan regarding the
required investments to achieve the forest sector targets.
Conduct of an analysis to determine improvements in the existing MRV institutional
arrangements for the forest sector and also to update the Forest Reference Level.



Paraguay

Raise awareness and build capacity within NDC coordinating institutions about climate change and NBS and
options for integrating these solutions into enhanced NDCs through the process of constructing the Estrategia
Nacional de Bosques para el Crecimiento Sostenible and its implementation plan
Undertake stocktake and analysis to inform estimation of mitigation benefits for NBS in the participatory
process of the Estrategia Nacional de Bosques para el Crecimiento Sostenible and its implementation plan
Support identification and assessment of existing priority national policies, laws, and regulations related to
nature-based actions to define mitigation and adaptation potential (Codigo Ambiental - Ley de Cambio
Climatico - SNMB)

Pathway for Increasing Nature-based Solutions in NDCs

The Pathway for Increasing
Nature-based Solutions in Nationally
Determined Contributions:
A seven-step approach for enhancing
nationally determined contributions
through nature-based solutions

Tools and Resources for Enhancing NDCs
https://www.wri.org/publication/enhancing-ndcs
https://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-enhancement-opportunities-forest-and-land-use-sector
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